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Smith has a website
selling stock
photos of the
eolourful sights
and sounds of
Asia.

untold stormies’

By Emily Lowe
mmnewsmmail. comumy

SETTING up home as an expaiiaie in
Singapore in 1986, Malgsia changed from
& vacaon destination 1o weekend getinway
Taven for Michael Snsith.

Thee 63 yean-obd Brfton wald: “My wife and
1 weent on a Southeast Asian tour in 1981 and
we lud o wonderful fom-day vacation in
Perang,

“When an opporfunity came up for ne
1w wank in Singapore in wles and buwiness
numigensent for a multisional cemical
colpany, ook up the offer witlomt a second
thought, bringing nay wife alomg™

Smith's company  supplied  foel  and
hibsiieant additives 1o odl companies such as
Petiomis and Shell, which meant Sasth had
16 ke pegubar ips acoow the Caumewag

Bl when vacafion tiEne cupe moumd
Snth amd his famaily would head 1o Malaysia
weking adventuse, nnlike niost in Singapoe
wihsa wostild eome for the feod

“We went b diving expediios 19
wpots like Thonsa, Awr and Sipadan, amd
sventmons whps po the Muli caves and up
ot Kimshala

“Thi went on foi about 10 yeas. On ol
wlmpru.l bips, we becanse mofe open 1o
ather sights and delighis of Malaysia™

The Soaiths ave no focdbes, therefore, mos
af their mote recent Makaysian breaks weie a
mixture of shopping, culmral expericioes and
priting close to maire.

“Perhups we have had emosgh soapes on
o kisees, or murybe age cauglit up with =,
he Bamghed.

Since their first ever tip 1o Malayyia in
1981, Smith réckoned that they have visited
the country more than 100 times over thuee
decades.

“Among the naey Wips, theie weie o few
thatt siocd oant for e

"My wmwoewful ascent o the peak of
Mfommt Kimakedu to witness the sumiee on a
cool aisp day, a visit 1o Sepilok Cranguran
Rebabilitition Centre, Satang Idland turtle
nchaay, Taman Hegun and the Boaneo
Rainforest Wioald Masic Festival.

A yen can vee, | asn partial o naer

Upon retiiement in 2004, Smith numwed
lais habdw' of ravel writing and photograpy
piibh @ felifensemt caiesi, and edabibbed
|w|q.fum'l'rml which foowees on niche
stock photogiaphs of people, places amd
mame of Aska

Hopping acos  the Cameviy  again,
Malnsia becanse a beanme Eove  for
Smith as he looked b sights with reoewed
Appiedalion

“The mgline Malaysia, Tiuly Asa’ b ape
Both East and Wet halaysa offel conmating
altactiom

“Even though | have visdted a good pan
of the cowntry over the yeans, theie are will
many waiting ro be divoveed

“Mabnada hos o many untold Sories, what
I wncovered surpasied the school's histery
beswmones o Beitich colopdes and Woald War Il

“Top on my It of smaction: ae obwiousdy
malie and wildlife B as & wavel wWiitei,
I have takenm & Keem Enferest in the ikl
cubtuies of Bomeo, baditiona mosic and
prnsrengiee kampg

“1 willingly go off the beaten mack as
I traverse ihe countiyside In seuch of
interesting storietand ploragraphy suljecs™

Indeed, afier 100 1|i.|sv: and counting.
Saftld's mosw pecent Vs to Koala Selangor
and s oeighbouring aneas 10 “Desover
Selangon, the Heart of Malaysia™, was il an
e Gpeiier.

“Although | mised o=t on the Sky Mino
an Sacuian — Malayeia's very own vession of

Salar de Whami, for going on the wrong
day of the noath — the boat oip was sill
imeresting. | wan ool o disappoiniced a1
hought | woukd be

“Instead, | was ablde to see fishermen
trawling fou cockles. NHow | kpow where
cockles In nay custy nwee come from!

“Abn, theie weie jplenty of photo
oppornmites  with the  wonderful
b life in the aea”™ said Smath as
he dewribed how he photographed
hnndieds of egrers and hetons in Mgt

Ater decades af vishing in differens
cagmacities; Snaith showdd know Malssia
like the baack of v hand

However, if thete wan ome thing
about the coupty that confiees lim, @
woalld be the ad hoc changes 1o palicies
o foreign cani

“Becawse of this, | make it & poing
o find owt the batest infsmation cach
thnse | plam to difve in. Malyysia will be
a lot better §f thete aie Mnguoveneni
im cyganisation skills and servioe, Don't
writhe for ‘averange,” he waid



